Creative Writing Rubric  from Saskatchewan Education (http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/native10/Assessment_Tools.html)
	RATING
	Awesome 4
It captivates the reader. The writer has chosen words carefully for maximum effect and interest. The reader learns something about the writer from the piece. 
	Cool 3
It is interesting and well organized. There is some description and detail to support the key ideas. 
	It’s a start...
It contains common ideas written in a simple way. The reader may have trouble figuring out what the main points are. 
	Still in your head...
It may not be clear to the reader. The ideas may not make sense. The writing may have so many errors that the reader cannot figure out what it says. 

	IDEAS are the heart of the message and the details that support it 
	Original, creative

Captures attention

Involves the reader

Ordinary ideas are expressed in extraordinary ways 
	Interesting but not captivating

Ideas are explained, described and clear to the reader

Gets to the point 
	Ordinary (clichéd) ideas that anybody could think of

Seems like they’re slapped together

repetitive
Unfocused: too many random ideas 
	Unimaginative

Doesn’t make sense

Scrambled

Reader does not get it

	ORGANIZATION is the framework of the writing, the beginning, middle, and end 
	Smooth flow of ideas, no abrupt changes

Opening sentence grabs attention and tantalizes the reader

Conclusion satisfies the reader

Details enhance key ideas 

May experiment with structure (flashbacks etc)
	Effective opening
Focused, sticks to the main point

Stresses key ideas

Logical – everything happens for a reason
Resolution wraps up writing 
	Opening not connected to complication

Some details are not relevant 

Loosely connected but not ordered

Gets to the point in a random way
Needs more description 

No resolution
	Disorganized

No Logical order

Main idea is unclear

Rambling; jumps around, totally random
No clear beginning, middle, or end 

	VOICE is the writer’s personality coming through the writing 
	Narrator’s personality comes through

Creates mood, atmosphere
	Reader learns something about writer/narrator

Creates some mood, atmosphere
	Inconsistent voice comes through – sounds like narrator is changing 
	Writing sounds like a dictionary or encyclopedia

No personality or voice

	WORD CHOICE is the use of language that not only communicates the idea but paints a picture in the reader’s mind 
	Precise, sophisticated, and deliberate vocabulary
Uses powerful nouns and verbs

Uses sophisticated techniques (personification, symbolism etc)

Vocabulary suits the purpose of the piece 
	Effort at description
Use of describing words for effect

Uses simple techniques (similes, metaphors, onomatopoeia)

Variety of language styles 
	Irrelevant description and detail

Common words repeated

Words don’t appear to be carefully chosen 
	Boring vocabulary

Misused words

No description

	SENTENCE STRUCTURE involves the variety of sentence lengths, forms and word patterns 
	Sentence lengths and styles deliberately chosen for effect 

(eg short sentences at the climax)
	Variety in sentence beginnings

Complete compound sentences

Experiments with different types and lengths of sentences 
	Similar sentence structures 

Grammar problems with sentences structure
	Run-on sentences

Incomplete sentences

All sentences start the same way

	MECHANICS are the conventions of standard English, such as spelling, usage, capitalization, punctuation and paragraphs 
	Sophisticated use of punctuation

Almost perfect spelling

All capitalization correct

Standard English usage except where chosen for effect

Good sense of paragraphing; appropriate format 
	May have errors in more complex sentences

Punctuation varied and generally correct

Most words spelled correctly

Accurate paragraphs
	Some difficult words misspelled

Paragraphs in place but not necessarily appropriate 

Simple sentences generally correctly punctuated

Capitalization and full stops correct 
	Frequent spelling errors make writing hard to understand

No paragraphs

Consistently incorrect punctuation


Adapted with permission from the students and staff at Scott Collegiate. This rubric is the result of a school-wide writing project, which resulted in the publication of an anthology entitled Achimoona in honor of Maria Campbell whose motivational speech inspired many young writers. Anish Carmyn has slightly adapted it. 
